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TAKARI PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Statement by Member for Balcatta 

MR D.R. MICHAEL (Balcatta) [12.57 pm]: Congratulations to Takari Primary School in Balcatta for reaching 
50 years of excellence in education. Takari Primary School was officially opened on 6 December 1969 by the then 
Minister for Education, Edgar Lewis. Coincidentally, his granddaughter, Catherine Van Delft, now works at the same 
school as the manager for corporate services. The education department originally named the school North Balcatta; 
however, a determined parent group researched alternative names at the Osborne Park Library and decided on 
the name “Takari”, which is thought to be an Aboriginal word meaning tomorrow. The initial enrolment in 1969 
included children only in years 1 to 5. The school size gradually increased to kindergarten to year 7, with the first 
class graduating in 1971.  

Today, the school has 178 enrolments, which is small in comparison with many primary schools, but that is what 
makes Takari such a special place. I have had the privilege of visiting Takari on many occasions and have witnessed 
the warm, friendly and community-minded feel when walking into the school. Being a small school, everyone 
knows each other and children of various ages and years play together. The parent body is a very supportive group, 
and the P&C groups over the years have funded essential equipment and resources to enhance student learning 
and wellbeing. Most of the teaching staff have been at the school for long terms, including Mr Patterson and 
Mrs Williams, who have been at the school for 29 years, which tells me that it is a great place to work.  

I sincerely wish Takari another 50 years of educating children from the Balcatta area and look forward to 
celebrating with the school on Saturday. Thank you to the Takari year 6 student councillors, Sofija Nikoloska and 
Faith Patrick, for writing this member’s statement for me today. 

Sitting suspended from 1.00 to 2.00 pm 
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